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Padiham has been recognised for having a special interest both 
locally and regionally from its underlying medieval footprint 
which a Victorian townscape grew, making the historic core of 
Padiham unique within the Borough. The TH investment will 
provide an injection of capital into the built environment to 
enhance and sustain this for future generations. 

The Padiham TH scheme focusses on a compact area 
of buildings which stretch along a section of Burnley Rd, 
predominantly in retail use referred to locally as ‘the hill’. The 
extent of the TH area is shown on the map. 

The investment aims to tackle the rise over recent years in vacant 
and neglected buildings through sympathetic building works 
along with environmental improvements and wider activities to 
make Padiham a more vibrant and attractive place to live,  
work and visit. 

Suzanne Pickering, Townscape Heritage Development Officer, 
Burnley Council says: “It’s great to be working with the HLF and 
other partners to deliver the ‘Padiham TH - Crafting the Future’ 
project.

“Padiham has a lovely market town feel with some stunning 
architecture. There are some great specialist shops in Padiham 
and this investment will support bringing the town’s buildings 
and heritage back into economic use, which will not only greatly 
enhance the town centre, but also build on the civic pride in the 
area, and attract new investment. It’s a very positive step towards 
Padiham’s future.

“Grant funding has been earmarked for up to twenty building 
projects within the TH boundary and property owners eligible for 
grant are being invited to submit applications. To date, seven 
Expressions of Interest forms have been received from owners’ 
who are currently working with the Council and a professional 
agent to progress schemes for their buildings.”

The TH aims to deliver comprehensive building schemes in 
keeping with the historic nature of the area. Works will typically 

include repair of roofs, chimney stacks, rainwater goods and 
stone, and the reinstatement of original features such as heritage 
windows, doors and traditional shopfronts.  

There are a number of requirements to fulfill as part of the 
application process before grant funding is awarded and works 
can start. Property owners are being supported through this 
process by a professional agent (architect or chartered surveyor) 
who will: undertake detailed surveying of the buildings; develop 
plans/drawings and a schedule of works; tender the works; 
submit any required permissions and oversee the works while on 
site. 

The development of building schemes can take a number 
of weeks to ensure all statutory consents are in place and 
that proposals promote good practice in conservation. All 
applications will be reviewed and approved by an independent 
Grants Panel, which has been established to ensure the priorities 
of the TH programme are being met.

Additional funding of £2million has been secured from the 
Lancashire Enterprise Partnership to support environmental 
improvements within the TH project area and extending to the 
wider town centre.  The priorities of the public realm works are 
to improve highway and paving surfaces, de-cluttering of street 
furniture, introduction of traffic calming measures, and the 
incorporation of additional crossing points and public art. 

Lancashire County Council Highways are progressing the 
scheme in partnership with Burnley Borough Council, and the 
contractors, Jacobs, have been appointed to undertake the 
detailed design work. A public consultation on the proposed 
designs is to take place over the summer this year with works 
expect to start in spring 2020. 

It’s not just about physical works. Working with a number 
of partners, the TH programme is also delivering a series of 
community activities and heritage skills training.

As well as supporting popular annual events, the TH aims to 
engage local people in local heritage in fun and creative ways, 
such as the recent Padiham Writes Project in which participants 
created a fascinating collection of short stories and poetry 
inspired by Padiham’s past and written by Padiham people.

Further to activities like this, the TH aims to strengthen historical 
links with nearby Gawthorpe Hall, home to the internationally 
recognised Rachel Kay-Shuttleworth textile collection through a 
planned programme of textile themed activities, which will start in 
May this year. 

Following receipt of the 
£1.4 million grant from 
the Heritage Lottery Fund 
(HLF), matched by a further 
contribution of £600,000 
from Burnley Council and 
other sources for a Padiham 
Townscape Heritage (TH) 
scheme, a lot has been 
happening behind the 
scenes towards restoring 
Padiham town centre’s historic 
character. This feature aims 
to up-date residents on the 
scheme’s progress to date. 
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More information about the TH scheme 
and upcoming events can be found by 
visiting our new and improved website 
www.padiham.org.uk
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